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Won s HIP OF STRANGE GODS. 
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A 8. . * 
n S. r. s. 
*If we have forgotten the name of our God, or 
stretched out our wn to a strange God; #hall not 
God aearch this out ?'—PsaLn 44; 20, 21. 


Man is extremely prone to be led away by what- 
ever is new or strange. His history is but a con- 
tinued series of revolutions in belief and enthu- 
siastic adherence to new forms of faith or new 
theories of science. He is constantly liable to 
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be blown about by *winds of doctrine; to lose 


sight of the polar star of truth; and to be driven 
to and fro, unguided by compass, and exposed 
be overwhelmed by every wave of doubt that may 
dash against the frail ark of his safety. The or- 
iginal principle, whence springs this inclination to 
asten on new theories, is in itself good; and 
when properly governed and directed, tends to his' 
advantage and improvement. It is that which 
leads us onward in the acquisition of knowledge, 
and which inclines us to grasp at and examine 
whatever may seem calculated to facilitate our 
advance, or lead us deeper into the mysteries of 
wisdom ; but wanting sufficient firmness or a pro- 
per direction, it often becomes the instrument of 
abasing man and retarding his progress in the 
search after truth. _ 

In matters touching the great truths of religion, 
has this inclination been heretofore especially evi- 
dent; and in none of the kingdoms of this world 
have revolutions been effected, more numerous, 
more extensive, or more entirely subversive of 
principles formerly established, than have taken 

lace ih the kingdom of God or in the church of 
Christ. Judaism was overthrown by the introduc- 
tion of christianity; christianity became modified 
into the-peculiar forms, ceremonies and doctrines 


of the Romish church; upon the ruins of thi 
aroge the doctrines of the Reformation; a 
these last have been modelled into infinitely diff- 


erent forms, according to the tastes, habits, man- 
ner of thinking or caprice of individuals. Amidst 
snch a series of revolutions, such a confusion, as 
it were, of the tongue of the gospel, it is not 
strange that men should forget the name of their 
Gall or stretch out their hands to a strange god. 

t becomes, therefore, all diligent seekers aſter 
truth * 8 * * "Pop 1 1 
carefully the points of their faith and practice ; 
to appeal constantly and with prayerful hearts to 
the seriptures, that they may be assured they have 
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i forgotten the name of the Creator, or stretch- 
ed out their hands in worship to a strange deity. 
I invite you, my brethren, to a consideration of 
these points on the present occasion. 

In the first place; have we forgotten the 
name of our God ?* The scripture saith God is 
love,” It declares that he is the Father of all 
mankind ; that he sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, to bring life and immo to light. 


our Father; and not ours alone, but of the, whole 
human race. Here, also, we have the character 
of our God; love, infinite, le, and 
ever-enduring love, which animates him in his 
and must have ruled him from and i 

the creation to the present; and in connec 
with these, we have his eternal purpose, with re. 
gard to man whom he has created. But the 
chief point we have to consider at present is the 


ing do of the world, it appears that but 
ſew of the children of 8 can call God 
Father; that his nature is - eternal and 
unmitigated ; that his government has for its end 


to] the final happiness of a few favored individuals, 


and the eternal, unalleviated misery of a vast por- 
tion of our fellow-men. Can it be, that men, hav- 
— souls of men, can sit down quietly with 


such a weight of uncerta;nty upon them ? Can 
they 5 with pure hearts of love, the bein 
who thus created them for an eternity of anguish 
Have they not rather forgotten his holy name ? 
Have they not wandered from the sweet foun- 
tains and the living waters of truth, to the wells 
of bitterness and sorrow? The holy Volume will 
inform us whether they or we have forgotten the 
name and nature of its Author. If We have en- 
grafted on the perfect word of his truth, the vain 
imaginations of men, we have obscured the glory 
of his name. 

The scriptures of divine truth declare, he is our 
Father. All men are commanded to pray to their 
© Father which is in heaven.” If then, all are 
equally his children, all are equally entitled to 
ES gifts he may be disposed to bestow: 
and equal claimafts upon the inheritance which 


he hath bequeathed to all ; ly, the giſt and 
8 f bee 
the 


inheritance of life everlasting. 
and permitteth his sun to shine upon the just 
the unjust. But some ay, he gendeth on 
latter even & more glorious 

teous showers than on the former; 


apparently, "US 


bright with a borrowed light, but in its 
there is the fearful raging of the whar] 
casting up of * mire and dirt!“ Is the ho d 
l man poor, from whom misfortune or the 


Here, then, we have the name of our God; he is 


name of our God. If we turn to the bewilder- 
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war of the elements hath torn the last remnant of 
his [earthly store? He is rich! He hath yet a 
precious jewel in his soul; a pearl of price which 
cannot be taken from him; even the love of the 
Father and the consciousness of a pure heart. 
When the hand of death hath pressed heavily on 
relation or friend, hath he no refuge in his be- 
reavement? He has! He can turn to the living 
God; in him will he find consolation, and in the 
influences of his gospel, a balm for every sorrow. 
But, to continue the argument of our brethren of 
opposing faith : as the righteous and the wicked 
are, in this world, so unequally recompensed; the 
former are hereafter to receive the peculiar favor 
of God, and to enjoy the light of his presence for- 
ever; while the latter are to be banished from his 
face, and to be plunged in misery, indescribable 
and unending. e pass by the feebleness of the 
idea that God intends to rectify in. the future 
world the mistakes or neglects of which he has 
been guilty in this; and the defect which it ar- 
gues in his government. Reason revolts at such 
an idea; the soul starts back shuddering from the 
contemplation of a Creator who could thus dis- 
pose of the work of his hands. But from reason 
we are prohibited. We must, then turn to the 
bulwark of our safety; we must appeal fearlessly 
to the word and to the testimony, that we may 
know whether we have misconceived the attri- 
butes of Jehovah. Can he be called a parent 
who destines a great portion of his offspring from 
and even before their birth to the deepest misery ? 
Can such a being be animated by infinite love? 
Could He, who knew all things from the begin- 
ning 3 who pronounced all things good which he 
had made, in view, of course, of their results in 
futurity, could he have called that good, which 
doomed his children to endless wo? If this is 
God's real character, he is absolutely the infi- 
nite enemy of the human race. But what say 
the scriptures? He will have all men to be sav- 
ed, and come to the knowledge of the truth ;* he 
hath promised, that death shall be swallowed up 
in victory ; and he hath * sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, to bring life and immortality 
to light; and to spread the doctrines of love and 
reconciliation among the children of men. 
Shall mortal man be stronger than his Maker? 
Can he who made all things by the word of his 
wer; who redeemed from chaos and organized 
in perfect forms and by unerring laws the mate- 
rial universe; can it be that this being, so infi- 
nite in power, 80 infinite in mercy, to whom eter- 
nity is as a day, can be thwarted in his purposes 
by weak and erring man? Tt cannot be. Poets 
may describe N of fire and in burning 
words, the rebellion Is, and their suecess- 


ful resistance to the King of the universe; but a 


greater than man hath written it, even God him- T 


self, by the pen of his inspired prophets that *un- 
to him every knee shall — and every tongue 
shall swear; that all shall know him from the 


least to the greatest; and that all the ends of 


the earth shall see the salvation of our God.“ 
These are 1 the performance of which is 

Rain and indisputable. They show a deter- 
mined will in the divine mind, that man shall final- 
Iy be saved; and that his sins shall be blotted 


out; his spirit purified, and made capable of en- I 


tering into and enjoying the company of the just 
eee Joy:Dg pany J 
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1 have thus examined briefly, — 
professing the doctrines of the infinite ness 


of God and and the future salvation of mankind, 
have, departed from the * faith once delivered to 
the saints.“ I have compared them with the doc- 
trines of men, and find them to disagree; I have 
sought their truths in the Bible, and there I have 
found them recorded. In this view, therefore, we 
have not forgotten the name of our God.“ He 
is our Father; and as such we worship him; his 
essence is love; and as such we believe on him; 
his purpose, our salvation, h our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ; and we offer up thanks for 
his loving kindness and tender mercy. 

But there is yet another light in which we may 
be said to have forgotten his holy name.“ If we 
have not proved our faith by our works; if we 
have not adorned the doctrines of the meek and 
lowly Jesus by a life of peace, and of strict 
obedience to the laws of morality and religion, 
we have forgotten his name, and we have walked 
astray from its influence. If we have made pub- 
lic professions, yet continued in tre 8; if we 
have served him with our lips, while our hearts 
have been far from him ; we have indeed dimmed 
the majesty of purity which he had written upon 
us, and stained ourselves with sin. He who 

| commits crime forgets God ; he who profanes his 
holy name, even with that name upon his lips, 
forgets God; he who passes day after day in idle- 
ness and debauchery, forgets the | na for 
which God made him; all, in fine, who walk not 
according to the injunctions of the gospel, forget 
the name of their God. | 

I come now to the consideration of the second 
part of my text. Have we *stretched out our 
hands to a strange god? It is clear, that a per- 
fect and fitting worship of the Supreme Being, 

5 be that, only which honors him as the source 
of all good; and which disposes the worshipper 
to an exercise of those feelings called forth by a 
view of the excellencies of the divine character. 
Any other worship than this, would be stretching 
out the hands to a strange god; for it would en- 
due him with attributes which do not of right be- 
long to him; or, more properly, it would be set- 
ting up and la. 0, astrange deity. Those, 
therefore, who worship God under any other ap- 
pellation than that which he hath prescribed; who 
regard him in any other light, than that in which 
he is shown in the volume of nature, or in the 
pages of inspiration; those in fine, who pervert, 
one jot or one title, his word or his works; or bow 
to him with hearts of fear, rather than of humble 
and entire confidence in his merey; stretch out 
their hands to a strange god.” 

Many of our pious and, we doubt not, sincere 
brethren, pour out supplications to the Most holy 
rinity;' to the Triune God.“ In nature we 
find nothing to corroborate this doctrine. We 
behold an unity of pu and harmony of design 
in the whole fabric of creation, entirely incons1s- 
tent with the idea that three, distinct, equally 
powerful Beings labored in its formation. The 
universe exhibits a vast, and (to the eye of man) 
immeasurable unity; called forth by bne voice; 
sustained by one power; and tending to illustrate 
the benevolence of the one God, whose nature is 
ove. There was, in the beginning, the simple 
spirit of God moving on the face of the deep; 


there was but a single command, * Let there be 
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NORTH pon agony. of God have wn- 
ergone a chan r the great outlines o 
creation were filled up, and the material universe 
stood forth in its majesty and perfection ;-or after 
it was adorned by the presence of a living soul 
created *after his own image.” He is without 
even the shadow of — and surely he who 
could create the universe by a word, who could 
read eternity at « glance, whose thought compre- 
hends all t and all things, could not, in the 
nature of things need or design a division of him- 
self into three distinct parts, for the better gov- 
ernment of his vast dominions. Man may be ne- 


cessitated to delegate power, but God is of himself 


*all in all.“ In the seriptures we cannot find the 
Holy Trinity“ or the Triune God.“ On the 
contrary, it is expressly stated that God is one. 
Are not these, rather, the traditions of men? 
God forbid that we should judge unjustly, but we 
4 believe these brethren stretch out 
their h to a strange god. 
In like manner, men admonish us to avoid the 
* wrath of God,“ and express a deep anxiety for 
the welfare of our immortal souls. We are told 
that unless we repent, we are lost, totally and 
eternally lost! To these frequent attacks on our 
firmness and our faith, we can only answer in 
the words of truth, Christ was sent into the world 
* to seek and to save such as are lost; and stain- 
ed as we now are by sin and by contact with 
earthly impurities, we shall yet be saved; not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy ; by the washing of regen- 
eration and renewing of the holy ghost; which 
he shed on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior; that being justified by this grace, we 
should be made heirs, according to the hope of 
eternal life.“ Our kind advisers, who have chang- 
ed the attributes of Jehovah, from pure love and 
perfect impartiality to the contrary qualities, have 
forgotten his name, and turned away from its 
brightness. 
ne other view I wish to take of this subject, 
upon which I will touch as briefly as possible, and 
relieve the patience of my readers. Not every 
one that eaith unto me, Lord; Lord; shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.“ Not 
merely those who worship the Lord with their 
lips, can be said to remember him; but those 
who do his will.“ Those, therefore, who are dili- 
gent in outward service, but yet have set up in 
their hearts the idols of worldly ambition, plea- 
sure, or riches, *stretch out their hands to a 
strange god.“ Our Father hath implanted in us 
passions and desires which are intended to be the 
means of our improvement. He who perverts 
these gifts of divine love; and makes that a pri- 
2 object vs wage was desig! —— to be * secon- 
ary, ets urpose of the true Deity, and 
r . 
The miser, forgets that there is, a God. He 
forgets that his store is increased by the direction 
of events according to the will of an all-seeing 
Providence. He erects his idol of massive gold; 
he casts down before it all his purer feelings and 
tenderer affections, to be crushed and destroyed; 
even as the heathen Hindoo worships the idol of 


the wheels of its car. One would thi he' 
who can carry none of this world's out of 
it, would hesitate to sell, as it we is soul for 


the dross; but such is the blind inconsistency of 
human nature. The seeker of fame sets up the 
* bubble, reputation' for his idol. Like the wor- 
shippers of Baal, he leaps upon the altar, and 
rends his body till the blood gushes out upon him, 
and wearies his mind till it Ioses its power; but 
the god is too frequently silent, and there is no 
voice of fame to answer or regard his suppli 
tion. He toils through weary years for the a 

robation of a fickle multitude, or for the idle 

ope of living when his body is in the dust. He 
forgets that there is a nobler object for the toil of 
man ; a higher aspiration for the strength of in- 
tellect; and a fame far more desirable than that 
which lives in the mouths of coming generations. 
This, is the approbation of a self-approving con- 
science; the consciousness of having fought well 
the fight against the temptations of the world; 
and the hope of wearing a crown of glory here- 
aſter and of enjoying the fame of the righteous 
forever and ever. 

God readeth the heart. He, searcheth out 
the thoughts,” and though from human eyes they 
may be hidden, to Him, although inscribed in the 
inmost recesses of the soul, they are plainly writ- 
ten. It is in the power of every one to do much 
for the purification of his inner man; to cast out 
evil thoughts from the temple of his soul, and to 
set therein the name of the living God, and to 
turn to the worship of Him, who is able and will- 
ing to save.“ If we have any of us obscured the 
brightness of his holy name written on our hearts; 
if we have stretched out our hands to strange 
and unholy gods, let us hereaſter remember 
that the Searcher of hearts“ seeth all things, 
even into the depths of the hnman soul; let us 
turn to him with renewed wills of serving him in 
meekness and sincerity; and may we all finally 
meet before his throne, there to serve him for- 
ever—AMEN. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


[For the Universalist.] 


ON READING THE SCRIPTURES. 


I would recommend- to all my young friends 
that they commence a careful and candid perusal 
of the sacred scriptures. Each and every mem- 
ber of society has many leisure moments which if 
rightly improved, would serve very much to in- 
crease his fund of information and enhance his 
real happiness. And in no way can time be more 

rofitably employed than in reading the scriptures. 

t serves not only to give us correct views con- 
cerning the character of Jehovah, his purposes 
and intentions towards the children of men, but 
also to alleviate the burthens and sooth the anxie- 
ties incident to our journey through this vale of 
tears. 


It the rough paths of peevish nature even, 
. 


0 ast a little heaven 
It calms every ruffled passion, it enlivens all the 
dormant powers of mind, and gives a new turn to 
all our thoughts and actions by transferring them 
from earthly to heavenly subjects. And in order 
that we fully realise the benefits which may result 


Juggernaut, and_ casts down his body beneath 


from the above recommendation, if complied 
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ih lay azide all prejudice; we must read, 
bee Sy ya ry for ourselves, the popular 


reeds, opinions and all the et ceteras of the pres- 
ent day to the contrary notwithstanding. Let reas- 
on operate unbiassed and the dictates of consci- 
ence untrammelled. Commence with a full deter- 
mination to learn the truth as it is in Jesus; per- 
tevere in the undertaking, and your success will 


be certain. You will triumph over. error and sup- 
erstition,and lay up for yourselves treasures which 
neither moth nor rust can corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal.“ You will find the con- 
* of the gospel which are peace on earth 
an 


will towards men; gl 
great joy which shall be to all people. 
Charlestoun Mass. 


[For the Universalist.] 


EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.—No. IV. 


We have in spirit beheld our great Master in a 
variety of circumstances in preceding numbers, 
and have, I humbly trust, been induced to believe 
it profitable to imitate his glorious example. And 
as this article will conclude the series, it may not 
be improper to take a general survey of the sub- 
ject, and notice particularly the various circum- 
stances in which his example may be of unspeak- 
able value to us, both as men and as christians. 
We have noticed the power of example ; the ob- 
jections brought against the example of Christ; 
we have contemplated him as our guide in point 
of doctrine ; and have set him forth for the preach- 
er's imitation. We shall now very briefly notice 
a few cases in which it will be of great service for 


us to place our mind's eye on the great Captain of 


our salvation. 5 

1. We are subject to temptation. We were 
made so by Him who formed us and gave us life. 
And when we are surrounded by temptations ; 
when they come like an overwhelming flood on all 
sides; when we are about to fall a prey to the 
machinations of the great enemy of all good, the 
noble example of our blessed Lord, if we have it 
before us, will serve as a fortification against all 
allurements; and by contemplating it freely and 
fully, we shall be enabled to resist the tempter, 
turn from the vortex before us, and obtain the 
crown of life which the Lord hath promised. On 
beholding his example, we shall at once remember 
how he struggled with the adversary of souls in 
the desert, and overcame the strongest solicita- 
tions —solicitations with which ours are not to be 
compared. We shall remember how the trial of 
his soul wrought an agony in the garden, when 80 
— tempted to refuse the cup that was pre- 

r him; and how in those trying seaso 

e summoned to his aid the word of God, and 
baffled the tempter with this sword of the spirit. 
And when we have thus contemplated the exam- 


ple of the Son of God, we shall hear the voice of 


inspiration saying unto us Go thou, and do like- 
wise And if we move in accordance with its 
requirements, we shall come off victorious. 


Again; perhaps we are beset by the sin of 
pride. A lofty spirit and high heart may be our 
glory. We may be prone to despise others ; to 

those who are in reality as good as our- 
selves, inferior to us. If this be our case, the ex- 
ample of Christ will be of infinite service to us. 
He was humble, lowly and unassuming; he took 


d tidings of 
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on him the form of a servant, and came {not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister.“ And who, 
permit me to inquire, can behold his humility-and 
condescension, and at the same time indulge feel- 
ings of arrogance and self-sufficiency ? No one. 
We shall not be able to ind a spirit of vanity 
and haughtiness while we have before us the ex- 
ample ot our blessed Lord, | 

Some are subjected to angry and bane wr 
passions. They are easily provoked to wrath and 
hurried on to deeds of violence. If such indi- 
viduals would place before their mental vision the 
example of Him who was meek and,lowly in heart, 
they would be inclined to imitate the equanimity 
and long suffering gentleness which shine 80 con- 
spiciously in the character of the Son of God. 

They would realize that when he was reviled, 
he reviled not again; that though he suffered, he 
threatened not, but submitted himself to him that 
judgeth righteously; and these contemplations 
would induce them to go and do likewise. If all 
would familiarize themselves with the meekness 
and patience of Christ, they would see how love - 
ly they appear in him, and it would be impossible 
tor them to cherish those opposite dispositions, 
which would then be hateful in their sight. 

But some are suffering from the injuries of the 
world, or the injustice of indiriduala. They have 
been wronged, and disgraced, and persecuted; 
and are inquiring, © How shall we conduct under 
these aggravated evils ?* To such I 8&y—* Look 
unto Jesus. Your sufferings cannot compare 
with his. He was taken by the very persons 
among whom and for whom he had spent the days 
of a faithful and laborious life in doing good, and 
cruelly arraigned before an unfeeling tribunal on 
a false pretence, and subjected to all the ignomi- 
ny and torture of a mock trial; smitten, buffeted, 
scourged, derided, insulted; dragged away to a 
lingering and disgraceful death. In the midst of 
all this distress his spirit retained its usual sereni- 
iy. No murmur escaped him, no resentment 

ashed in his meek and supplicating eye. Even 
when he could have prayed his Father and re- 
ceived to assist him twelve legions of angels, he 
had in view the good of his enemies, and instead 
of designing their destruction,. he lifted his com- 
passionate voice in prayer for mercy.. Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.“ 
What a noble pattern! If we will only suffer 
ourselves to contemplate it, we shall be insensibly 
transformed into its image. 

Again; perhaps some who may chance to read 
this article, have afflictions of another kind. Ca- 
lamity and death may have come into their dwell- 
ing, and quenched the lights in which they once 
. To such, the example of Christ will be 
of invaluable service. If they will only call to 
mind the time when he bore the afflictions and 
calamities which God appointed for him; when 
he was emphatically a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief; when he might with propri- 
1 have cried to all the sons and hters of 
affliction and said, Come and see, all ye that 
pass by, if there is any sorrow like unto my sor- 
row, they will see that he did not give way to 
grief, 2 was n with 3 Ales 
struggled against it; and ng to his Father 
with unrepining and NOONE fo said 
The cup which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it?' And while they contemplate his 


2 and view by the eye of faith his calm- 
ness under, and his submission to, all his afflic- 
tions, their own sorrows will be lost sight of, and 
they will imperceptibly be changed unto his di- 
vine likeness. Let me not be misunderstood. I 
do not request the mourner to dry his tears. Far 
from this is the course I would pursue. There is 
a sweet relief in tears. It is no sin to mourn and 
weep. Jesus wept. The sin lies in refusing to 
look for comfort, in we ag, against God, in 
complaining of his severity. Jesus prayed that 


the cup might pass from him; but in submission 
to] the will of God he said, Not my will, but 
thine, be done.“ To all who mourn I would say 
in the language of entreaty, Go, heart broken 
mourner, and do likewise. Go, and pray, not 
once, but twice and thrice ; and God will bestow 
on you the comfort you desire. 
O, that every professed disciple of our Master 
would imitate the example of Christ, and, 
So let their works and virtues shine, 
To prove the doctrine all divine.” 


D. D. 8. 


[For the Universalist.] 


. PERSECUTION DEFEATED BY TRU'TH. 


The following extract of a letter from a friend at Pala- 
tine Bridge, Montgomery Co. N. Y. will, we doubt not, be 
highly gratifying to the readers of the Universalist. It ex- 
hibits in a most prominent and convincing manner the 
natural tendency of a bigotted and persecuting course of 
conduct. 'The uncivil and anti-christian meagures pursued 
by the Rev. gentleman were intended to check the progress 
of Universalism ; but they imparted to it a new impulse; 
armed it with a new and more vigorous power, and extend- 
ed its influence and dominion in a wonderful manner. In 
the short space of a few months it multiplied the number 
of its supporters ſrom one solitary individual to nearly 
fifty, embracing a goodly portion of the most respectable 
inhabitants of the place. How long will it be ere the 
Limitarian clergy and people learn wisdom from the 
things which they suffer from their exclusive spirit and in- 
discreet zeal ? Let Universalists take warning and avoid 
their fatal example. Let them remember that the ran- 
corous spirit of persecution never did and never will ad- 
vance the cause of pure christianity, and that nothing can 
suppress error but the mild and persuasive power of truth. 
Violence and unkindness may vent their spleen, but it will 
be in vain. The light of the gospel will shine more and 
more unto the perfect day. A shrewd divine has very 
justly remarked, that christian truth is like a bed of 
chamomile, the more it is trodden upon, the wider it will 
spread. The truth of this remark is very clearly exempli- 
fied by the circumstances disclosed in the letter of our es- 
teemed friend. We pray God to defend these brethren by 
his own power and enable them © to hold fast the profes- 
sion of their faith without wavering. . 


Dear Sin, —I do not stop to make apologies 
for addressing you at this time, because we are 


strangers to each other. It is enough for me to 


believe that we are brothers of the great univer- 

8a] family, and as euch feel benevolence and 
good will towards all men, and that it is ever grat- 
ifying to the fee of all such to learn the 
gress that impartial grace is making even to the 
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habitants of this place, that the damnable and 
soul-destroying doctrine of Universalism was on 
our borders.“ On that oceasion he asserted that 


there was but one dissen person from his 
creed (Dutch Reformed) in his co tion. It 
is now very different. Mr. Ketcham's unwar- 


rantable attack upon an individual, for no other 
reason than his attending at a Universalist meet- 
ing but twice at most, has caused a spirit of in- 
quiry to come forth which it is now above his 
power to control. He stated in his pulpit at one 
time, that the finger of scorn should be pointed 
by every child in the stteet at that individual who 
should dare to advocate such a doctrine.” Instead 
of one dissenter now, there are many. Instead of 
one solitary Advocate and Magazine, sent to this 
place there are nearly fifty, and that too, to the 
most respectable inhabitants. r 
About four miles from this at Fort Plain, the 
Universalists are making arrangements to build a 
meeting house the ensuing summer. The build- 


ling is to be of brick, 65 by 40. In fact, the coun+ 


= is every where manifesting a spirit of inquiry. 

The oyerheated zeal of the Partialists to prevent 

the knowledge of the truth from spreading will 

most assuredly prove their downfall. 
Yours truly, 

| J. C. S. 


* Stone Arabia, an old Dutch settlement, nearly the 
oldest in the State, composed of the descendants of Germa- 
ny and Holland, about 50 miles west of Albany, on the 

ohawk River. | 


THE GLEANER. 


[From the Mother's Magazine.] 


PERSONAL VANITY. | 
Vanity is a sin peculiar to no class. It is com- 
mon both to the ignorant and the learned, the poor 
and the rich, the clown and the gentleman, the 
christian and the infidel. It is confined to no sex, 
no rank, no condition. It displays itself in the cot - 
tage, in the palace, in the kitchen, in the parlour, 
in tlie house, in the streets, in the ball- room, in the 
sanctuary, in the hall of legislation, and in the pul- 
it. 
K There is scarcely a sin, upon the black cata- 
logue of human guilt, so subtle and specious, 80 
endless in its arts and variations. But whatever 
be its form or color, the motive determines its 
character. A bad tree cannot bring forth good 
fruit. | | 
A desire to attract the gaze, or applause of mor- 
tals, must always be sinful ; and especially when 
it arises from those providential distinctions which 
exist among mankind. One of these is elegance 
of person. By this I m_ a beautiful counte- 
nance, a form, polished manners, or 
of those 9 — — with which 
the hand of God adorns some more than others. 
Strange as it may seem, these are often the 
occasion of great self complacency and ou 
'These are the dainty offal on which vanity 
to feed and fatten. These are the idol at whose 


shrine millions worship. But how foolish and wick- 
Let me not be thought to undervalue or despi 
remotest parts of the earth. It is but little more | that beauty of person which the Almighty 
than six months since the first alarm of 


mortal. It is his work, 


was given by the Rev. Mr. Ketcham to the in- 


e 


er I see it, I can contemplate it with the 
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miration with which I contemplate the exquisite 
texture and colored variety of the lily, or gaze u 
on the splendour and magnitude of the heavenly 
orbs. But the world is full of beautiful and splen- 
did objects ; and wherein has an elegant man or 
woman more occasion to be vain, than thousands 
of the animal or feathered tribes? It is not because 
they have intelligence to discern their personal 
attractions. It is not because these are superior 
to the decorations bestowed upon other beings. 
Solomon, in all his glory, did not outshine the flow- 
er of the field. 

Another cause of vanity is splendid attire. I 
pronounce no philippic against dress. On this, 
subject I have only to say, let every one dress in 
such a manner as not to excite the attention, the 
gaze, and remarks of others. A poor woman in 
rich attire is an object of curiosity. A rich wo- 
man in rags is no less so. There is a medium, 
and when we step upon it we incommode no 
one, excite no attention, create no envy, no dis- 
gust. a 
But this happy medium will not answer for those 
whose object — dress, to command attention 
and applause. Nothing short of an extreme in 
fashion, or something near it, will serve their end. 
Now, this is vanity. If not, what is it? Is it 
comfort? No. Is it to keep up distinctions in 
gociety ? I am not prepared to level all distinc- 
tions, and to say the poor and the rich shall live in 
the same style. But this distinction can be main- 
tained, 80 far as it is proper and necessary, with- 
out excess and extravagance. If it cannot, let it 
be annihilated. Of the two evils, I choose the 
least. 

But why should an attire, however, rich and 
splendid, cherish and flatter pride? Man, in his 
best estate, is altogether vanity; a poor, frail, 
dying mortal, whose glory is all borrowed and 
evanescent. He cometh forth like a flower and is 
cut down; he fleeth as a shadow and continueth 
not. 


[From the Magazine and Advocate.] 


ANECDOTES. 


The most ludicrous mistakes are sometimes 
made by the heedlessness of a hearer, and the 
preacher accused of uttering things which it nev- 
er entered into his mind even to conceive. The 
following anecdotes are cases in point. 


Preaching on the decreasing corruptions of 
christianity, I congratulated my hearers that no 
longer were ninety-nine out of every hundred de- | 
livered over to be fuel for the endless flame, and 
food for the undying worm; nor were infants in- 
cluded among the subjects of damnation. I had 
no sooner dismissed the meeting, than a Metho- 
dist hearer, trembling with suppressed feeling of 
some kind, asked me if I could prove the senti- 
ments I advanced. Being answered in the affir- 
mative, he burst forth in a torrent Vou have 
preached infant damnation! Vou have said that 
ninety-nine out of every hundred of infants will 
be damned! Now, Sir, sow me one passage of 
Scripture that says 80! In vain the man was as- 
sured he was mistaken—in vain several of the 

N tion reasoned with him on the improba- 
bility a Universalist would preach infant 
damnation for ninety-nine out of every hundred; 
the man said he had heard it with his own ears, 


* 


| 


* 
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and persisted in calling me a liar, emissary of sa- 
tan, 2 inspired of the devil, &c. Hear- 
ing, he heard not; seeing, he perceived not, nei- 
ther did he understand; his ears were stopped, 
his heart was opened, and from its abundance his 
mouth uttered language too common to the Par- 
tialist professors of religion when speaking of 
Universalists. 


Br. F., on one occasion was showing the irrec- 
oncilability of some Partialist dogmas with the 
teachings of the Bible, and wound up the summa- 
ry with, If these be true, away with the Bible ! 
A deeply meditating Partialist was roused by the 
latter part of the sentence, and frequently quoted 
it in proof of his suspicions, that Universaliats did 
not believe in the scriptures. Explanation was 
vain, he would not hearken to it. I always said 
they didn't believe the Bible, and now I Know it 


__ for their preacher said, Away with the Bi- 


TwenTY Dissvastoxs From DesPONDENCY. 1. 
If you are distressed in mind—live ; serenity and 
Joy may yet dawn upon your soul. 2. If you 
have been happy and cheerful—live; and diffuse 
that happiness to others. 3. If misfortunes assail 
you by the faults of others —live; you have noth- 
ing wherewith to blame yourself. 4. If misfor- 
tunes have arisen from your own misconduct— 
live; and be wiser in future. 5. 1f you are indi- 
gent and hopeless—live ; the face of things, like 
the renewing of seasons, may yet happily change. 
6. If you are rich and prosperous—live ; and en- 
joy what you possess. 7. If another have injured 
you—live; the crime will bring its own punish- 
ment. 8, If you have injured another—live ; and 
recompense. good for evil. 9. If your character 
be unjustly attacked—live ; that you may see the 
assertion disapproved. 10. If the reproaches be 
well founded—live; and deserve them not for the 
future. 11. If you are eminent and applauded— 
live; and deserve the honors you have acquired. 
12. If your success be not equal to your merit— 
live; in the happy consciousness of having de- 
served it. 13. If your success be beyond your 
merit—live ; in thoughtfulness and humility. 14. 
If you have been negligent and useless in society 
—live; and make amends. 15. If you have been 
active and industrious—live; and communicate, 
your improvements to others. 16. If you have 
spiteful enemies —live; and disappoint their ma- 
levolence. I7. If you have kind and faithful 
friends—live ; to protect them. 18, and 19. If 
yo have been wise and virtuous—live ; for the 

enefit of mankind. 20. If you hope for immor- 
tality—live ; and re to enjoy it. [These dis- 
suasions are ascribed to the pen of a popular and 
amiable poet.] | 


Religion is exalted reason, refined from the 
grosser parts of it. It is both the foundation and 
crown of all virtues. It is morality raised and im- 

ved to its height by being carried nearer to 
eaven, the only place where perfection resideth. 


The faculties and present state of man are im- 
perfect. His to tion and happi 
is slow, doubtless sure at His chief concern 
therefore, is without murmuring at his want of 


omnipotence and omnipresence, to make the best 


improvement possible of his present life. 


— — öͤ —äd 
EDITORIAL ITEMS. 


Our patrons generally are hereby reminded that the 
first Volume of the Universalist is rapidly drawing to a 
close. No one we hope will discontinue his paper; but 
should any be so disposed, they will please respectively to 
put the present No. in a wrapper, and direct it to the 
Universalist, Boston; and we will send them another in 
return that their Volumes may be complete. Our friends 
will perceive that a prompt compliance with this request 
will be of great service to us in making arrangements for 
the future. All therefore who do not return this No. will 
be considered subscribers to the second Volume. The sub- 
scribers* name and place of residence must be designated 
on the wrapper. 


| More New Societies. 

By the Utica Magazine and Advocate, we learn that a 
Society has recently been formed, by the name of the 
« First Universalist Society in the town of Lowville and 
vicinity.“ At the organization of this Society, a Consti- 
tution was adopted, the usual officers chosen, and fiſty-two 
persons became members. This was truly an encouraging 
commencement. This Society has engaged the ministerial 
labors of a Br. F. Langworthy one quarter of the time. 

Another Society was organized on the 18th ult. called, 
© The Universalist Society in Bridgwater, Brookfield and 
Plainfield.” About twenty members of much respectability 
signed the Constitution, and we are assured that this num-" 
ber will sbortly be much increased. The Society has it 
in contemplation soon to erect a house of worship, and 
possesses resources sufſicĩent for the attainment of its ob- 
ject. May the great Head of the church preside over the 
members of these branches of our Zion, and build them up 
in his own most holy faith. 

We rejoice exceedingly that our brethren at the west 
are so generally disposed to assume the right name. 
© Universalist Society.* This title we like. It is the one 
which should designate all those who believe in the final 
reconciliation of all men to God through Jesus Christ. 
There may be some difference of opinion among the breth- 
ren, with respect to the means by which the Savior wall 
attain this glorious end; but every one who believes in its 
accomplishment by any.means is properly a Universalist. 


Ministerial Changes. 

Brother Calvin Gardner has resigned his office as Pastor 
of the flourishing Society of Universalists in Lowell Mass. 
This event was occasioned by no difficulty between our 
worthy brother and the society; the most perfect cordiali- 
ty subsisted and still subsists between them; but a severe 
domestic affliction, during the last Autumn, the death of 
his amiable consort, has to the eye of the former, thrown a 
gloom over the place which has induced bim to leave it 
and for the present trave® and preach the gospel where- 
ever Providence may open a door for him. May the 
good will of Him who dwelt in the bush, attend our broth- 
er in bis j journeyings, sooth and animate his beart, and, as 
- heretofore, abundantly bless his labors. 

We are much gratified to hear that the Rey. T. B. 
Thayer has accepted an invitation to take upon him the 

pastoral charge of the society at Lowell. We deem it a 
very fortunate event. Our earnest prayer to God is, that 
this connection may prove a blessing to both pastor and 
people, nor do we doubt that our prayers in this case will 
be answered. - Long may our brother go in and ont before 
this dear people, and show himself a workman that need- 
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Installation. 

On the 4th instant, the Rev. John Mook was installed 
Pastor of the Second Universalist Society m Danvers, 
Mass. The principal parts of the service were as follows: 

1. Introductory Prayer by Rev. J. C. Waldo, of Boston. 
2. Reading the Scriptures, Rev. S. Cobb, Malden. 3. Ser- 
mon, Rev. T. Jones, Gloucester, from Izaiah 21: 11. 4. 
Installing Prayer, Rev. S. Cobb, Malden. 5. Delivery of 
the Scriptures and Charge, Rev. H. Ballou, Boston. 6. 
Right Hand of Fellowship, Rev. L. S. Everett, Charles- 
town. 7. Address to the Society, Rev. L. Willis, Salem. 

These solemnities were perſormed before a very crowded 
congregation which listened to them with every appearance 
of earnest and devout attention. May the blessing of 
heaven rest in rich abundance upon both pastor and people. 


New Paper. 

We have received the first No. of a new religious paper 
entitled the Herald of Universal Salvation, to be publish- 
ed semi-monthly at new Haven Con. at fifty cents per an- 
num. T. Fisk Editor. The very low price of this little 
work will place it within the reach of every one who has 
an inclination to be acquainted with the great subject apon 
which it treats. The No. before us is strongly marked 
by the characteristic features of the editor's mind. It is 
filled with an uncommon, variety of short, pithy and inter- 
esting articles. 


Mournful Intelligence. 

We rarely hear of a more tragical and lamentable scene 
than occurred in Charlestown Mass. on the second instant. 
A man by the name of Lock, in a fit of insanity, sbot his 
own wiſe with a pistol. The contents penetrated the 
heart and she expired instantly. The unfortunate man 
then cut his own throat with a razor, but did not succeed 
in inflicting a mortal wound. Since the perpetration of 
this shocking deed, he has appeared rational at intervals, 

we understand, and says he neyer thought of doing it till 
the moment of its execution. He has, it seems, for a 
year or two entertained designs upon his own life; but 
none upon that of his wife or of any one else. We were 
well acquainted with Mr. Lock; and though somewhat 
singular in the temperament of his mind, he had uniformly 
the appearance of a peaceable, inoffensive man. From all 
the circumstances of the case which have come within our 
knowledge, we entertain no doubt that this fatal and truly 
mournſul transaction was the result of a sudden and invol- 
untary outbreaking of insanity. Five children are thus de- 
prived of a father's and mother's care, and doomed to 
endure the . agony of this terrible calamity. We deeply 
sympathize with them, and commend them to the care and 
protection of Heaven. Let them bind upon their young 
and bleeding bearts the soothing exclamation of the Psal- 
mist. When my father and my mother ——_— me, then 
the Lord will take me up.“ 


A Truly Christian Example. 

We learn by the Boston Atlas, that a clergyman in Ken- 
tacky, by the name of Richard Bibb, has liberated thirty- 
two of his slaves, furnished them with clothing, besides 
$444 in money, and sent them to Liberia. We agyee with 
the editor of the Atlas, that this Rev. gentleman ought to 
be made President of the Colonization Society. Why will 
not all slave-owners, go and do likewiee, 


To C ents. 
The communication of E. H. R. and J. M. D. are very 
acceptable. They shall appear son. May we not hear 
from them again ? Is the Gospel Anchor discontinued ? 


1 
* 


eth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing che word of truth.“ 


We have not received one ſor several weeks. 


* 
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POETRY. 


[From the Lady's Magazine.] 


The Little Foot. 
BY HANNAH y. GOULD. 


M bo „ as gent on m breast, 

Fm 2 * Valet to rest, 
Aud on my hand I ſeel thee put, 

In playſul dreams, thy little foot, 

The thrilling touch sets every string 
Of my full heart a quivering ; 

For, ah ! I think, what chart can show 
The ways through which this foot may go. 


Its print will be, in childood's hours, 
Traced in the , Found the flowers ; 
But youth will bid it leap the rills— 
Bathe in the dews of distant hills— 
Roam o'er the vales ond venture om A 
When riper years would pause : 
Nor brave the pass, nor try the brink 
Where youth's ungarded foot may sink. 


But what, when manhood tints thy cheek, 
Will be the ways this foot may seek! 

Is it to lightly pace the deck 

To helpless, slip from off the wreck ? 

Or wander o'er a foreign shore, 
Returning to thy home no more, 

Until the bosom, now thy pillow, 

Is low and cold beneath the willow ? 


Or is it for the battle plain ? 

Beside the slayer and the slain— 

Till there its final step be taken! 

There, sleep thine eye, no more to waken ? 
Is it toglory or to - wm 

To sully, or to gild thy name— 

Is it to bappiness or wo, 

This little toot is made to go ? 


But wheresoe'er its lines may fall, 
Whether in cottage, or in hall; 

O may it ever shun the ground 
Where'er His foot hath not been found, 
Who on his path below, hath shed 

A living light, that all may tread 

Upon his earthly step; and none 

E'er dash the foot against a stone! 


Yet if thy way is mark'd by fate, 

As 2 dark and desolate. 

If must float, by vice and crime, 
A wreck upon the stream of time 
Oh! rather than behold that day, 

I'd know this foot, in ome play, 

_ Would bound with guiltless, infant glee 
Upon the clod that sbelters me. 


Parting » 


may turn away, 
The br hidden be, 
2 


tet ion's hours, 
ial hearts as well may meet, 
As in their native bowers. 
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9+ Notice. 
All letters and communications relating to the Univer- 
salist, must in future, be directed, PosT Palb, to 8. 
STREETER, Universalist Office, Boston. 


M may be paid to S. Streeter, or B. B. Mussey 
No. 29 Corakil — S. & 8. F. STREETER. ; 


Proprietor's Notice. 

The Proprietors hereby inform those who may be dispo- 
sed to lend their aid in circulating the Universalist, that 
they will, till further notice, allow them twenty per. cent 
on all monies received of such new subscribers as they 
may respectively obtain, provided the number exceed four. 


Marriages. 


In this city by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Nathaniel O. 
Hammond of bord, and Miss B B. Norcott, of 
Boston. Mr. Jeremiah Lynch and Miss Mary Mc*Caſaty. 
Mr. Johnathan Perkins and Miss Elizabeth Todd. Mr. 
Dwelly T. Hodgk ins, of Newburyport, and Miss Rachel 
J. Crooker, of Bath Maine. 

Mr. Frederick Taylor and Miss Maria Sampson 

In Beverly, Mr. Peter G. Obear and Miss Naomi 
Young; Mr. Peter Obear and Miss Anna Larcom. 

In Roxbury, by Rev. Dr. Gray, Mr. Joseph Currier, of 
this city, formerly of Peacham, Vt. and Miss Sarah Niles 
Gray, . of Gardiner Me. 

In Salem, Mr. Jobu Vincent and Mrs. Mary Edwards. 


Deaths. 


In this city Mrs. Mary, consort of Mr. David Blaisdell 
aged 25 years. George W. Swain aged 8 weeks. Eliza- 
beth Kennedy, aged 34; Lewis B. Huestis, aged 25; 
Nancy Throp, aged 24. 

In Amherst, N. H. March 27, of consumption, Miss 
Eizabeth C. Bradbury, aged 28 years. 

In Watertown, Oliver Jackson a revolutionary soldier 


| aged 79 


In 1 (Ct.) Mrs. Benedict, aged 84. 
In N har Bulls aged 12. 

In Lancaster, William B. Andrews, 'aged 44. 
In Hamilton, William A, Whipple, 19. 
In Newburyport, Gaisford Giles, 35. 
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LATEST NEWS FROM THREE WORLDS. 


SECOND EDITION. 
Jost Published and for sale at the Office of the Uni- 
versalist, Latest News from THREE WoRLDs, 


As Reported at a Four-Days Meeting in Shirley Mass. 
bs Letters to Eight Calvinist Ministers. By Russel! 
treeter. 


STREETER'S NEW HYMN BOOK. 
| . SIXTH EDITION, 
B B MUSSEY 29 Cornhill, as just Published the 
Sixth Edition of the above work, and is now 
ready to supply Societies and individuals on the most 
reasonable terms. This Edition will be handsomely bound 
in Black Morocco, and will be afforded at the low price of 
N copy ; 20 per cent discount made to those who 
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 Universalist Clergymen and others, ſeeling an interest 
in the circulation of the work, will be supplied with them 
on sale by directing their order to | 


B. B. MU Y.. 
March 9, 1833. 2 8 29, Cornhill, Boston. 
Jvsr aired ad for oe IG. | 
General Convention of Universalists, A 


Session, in Concord, N. H. on the 19th and 20th of 
Sepember 1832. 
—— A LSO-— 


Universalism Defended by L. R. Page. 
Feb. 27, 1833. 4 o 


— 


— . w. STACY, Pria ter 


